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registration at present would necessarily have to be of that voluntary
nature which we originally prayed the Government to concede1.
Under these circumstances we would once more respectfully suggest
to the Government that all Asiatics over the age of sixteen years2 should
be allowed within a certain limited period, say three months, to register
themselves, and that to all who so register, the Act3 be not applied, and
that the Government take whatever steps they deem advisable to legalize
such registration. Such mode of registration should apply to those
also who being out of the Colony may return and otherwise possess the
rights of re-entry.4
In taking the registration of Asiatics we do not object that the req-
uirements of the Act and the regulations be as nearly as possible5 complied
with, provided the registration officials do not press for any information
which offends the religious sense of the applicants, and receive discretion
to dispense with the finger-print requirement in the case of those applicants
who by reason of their education or property or public character are
well known or can be easily identified otherwise. In those cases we
urge that the officials should have discretion to accept the signature
of the applicant as a sufficient identification.
Should the Government agree to these suggestions and accept6
registration on these terms, we assume that all further prosecutions or
punishments under the Act will be suspended during the period set
aside for registration. We on our part again would undertake to use
all our influence to induce our compatriots to register and withdraw
all countenance from those who refuse to register or are not legally
entitled to register.
We put forward the above suggestions because we are sincerely
anxious to prove to the Government that we are loyal and law-abiding,
and that we are willing to adopt any course which will lead out of the
1 The offer of voluntary registration, which was an alternative to compulsory
registration of all Asiatics envisaged by the Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance, was
first made at the Transvaal Indian mass meeting of March 29, '1907.   Vide Vol. VI,
pp. 401 & 404.
2 The words "over the age of sixteen years" do not occur in Cartwright's draft.
Gandhiji added the words "over the' age of 16".   The additional word "years" found
in the Pretoria Archives version would suggest that the Gartwright draft together with
Gandhiji's substantial emendations on it (S. N. 4907) was re-typed and minor changes
of a purely verbal character made on a subsequent draft which is not available.
3 The draft has "the penalties of the Act be not applied" from which Gandhiji
deleted the words "penalties of the5*.
4 This sentence does not exist in the draft and was added by Gandhiji.
5 Underlined in the Pretoria Archives version but not in the draft nor in the
Indian Opinion version
6 "reopen" in draft instead of "accept"